
 
 
 

0.4/06/2020 - 5:15 P.M.- Special Called Board 
Meeting 

The meeting is called to order. The board members present are Board President, Mr. Dave Weis; Vice                 
President, Mr. Nathan Curry, District 2, Mrs. Angie Bates; District 3, Mrs. Mary Louise Stowe; and                
District 5, Mrs. Shere Rucker are present for the virtual meeting. Also present were the               
Superintendent, Mr. Allen Perkins, Sr.  and the School Board Attorney, Mrs. Cynthia K. Thompson. 

Good evening, and welcome to the Special Meeting of the Madison County Board of Education. This                
meeting was called pursuant to the Open Meetings Act provisions of Governor lvey's First              
Supplemental Proclamation of a State of Emergency on March 18th, 2020. As part of that               
proclamation, the Board may only deliberate and vote upon items that fall into two categories: 

1. Actions necessary to respond to the COVID-19 Crisis 
 
2. Actions necessary to perform essential minimum functions of our Board 

 
The agenda was designed with the Governor's Proclamation in mind. Additionally, our virtual             
meeting is being taped and will be posted to the Madison County Schools Website to allow the                 
public to watch the meeting. We will be posting the summary of this meeting with 12 hours of the                   
adjournment of this meeting. 

 

The first item in our special session is 'Rules of Engagement '. 
 

In order to have a meeting where everyone can be equally heard, and to keep the virtual camera                  
from hopping from face to face based on who is talking, we will need to revert back to a more                    
formal process where board members who wish to speak can unmute and ask to be recognized by                 
the chair before speaking. Board members can physically raise their hand in order to be recognized                
and unmute and request to speak. I will be watching all the split screens looking for raised hands                  
and unmuting. I will make sure anyone who raises their hand has the opportunity to speak. When I                  
see a raised hand, I will say "the chair recognizes" whomever has raised their hand, and that person                  
will be allowed to speak. 

 

Additionally, we have items that will need to be voted on. In order to accurately report the vote, we                    
will need to have roll call votes on each item. I will always start with District 1 and move to                    
Districts 2, 3, and 5, and the chair will vote last. 



 

 

In the future should we need to have an executive session, Google Hangout and other staff will                 
disconnect from the virtual meeting. Once we have received the signal from our IT team, we will                 
conduct the executive session with the BOE members, the superintendent, and the board attorney.              
When we have concluded the executive session, we will let Google Hangout and any remaining staff                
know to sign back in again through text message. We do not have an executive session planned for                  
tonight’s meeting. 

 

 

I. OPENING OF MEETING – SPECIAL SESSION 
A. Meeting called to order by the President, Dave Weis  
B. Invocation – Mary Louise Stowe 

Rules of Engagement: Do I have Motion to Accept the Rules for Virtual Board Meetings,               
more specifically, do I have a Motion to: 

I. Require all non-chair Board members and any administrators presenting to the Board to raise              
their hand, either physically or through Google Hangout's functionality, and be recognized by             
the chair prior to speaking and 

II. To hold all votes on motions before the Board in a roll call manner as follows: Districts                 
1, 2, 3, 5, and 4. 

The Superintendent recommended approval of the Rules of Engagement.  

Motioned By: Angie Bates 

Vote Seconded By: Mary Louise Stowe 
Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

 

C. Approval of Agenda 
The Superintendent recommended approval of the Agenda.  

Motioned By: Mary Louise Stowe  

Vote Seconded By: Nathan Curry  



Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

 

D. Approval of Minutes dated February 6, 11 and 25, 2020, and March 3, 12 and 18, 2020 
The Superintendent recommended approval of the Minutes dated February 6, 11 and 25, 2020, and March                

3, 12 and 18, 2020.  
Motioned By: Angie Bates  

Vote Seconded By: Nathan Curry  
Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

 

II. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 
 

A. Blended Learning Academic Plan – Tim Solley  
 
Mr. Solley reviewed the district’s blended learning academic plan for the remainder of the 2019-2020 school 
year.  He described the plan for all groups of students from Kindergarten to Seniors, including special needs 
students, students taking AP courses, students who are failing, and students who attend the virtual school. The 
plan includes digital learning, Wi-Fi hotspots and loans of Chromebook in certain circumstances, teacher office 
hours, and grading. Discussion followed about plans if this carries over into next year, distance learning and 
virtual opportunities, AP exam procedures, Chromebook distribution and security, plans for students failing, and 
software options for teachers to use.  Board members expressed their appreciation for the hard work that has 
gone into the plan.  

 

B. Technology Grant – Mark Wilson 

 
Mark Wilson explained to the board the scope of the Rural Utilities Grant opportunity. There is                
approximately $900,000 available with this grant. Mrs. O’Bannon said the board will be required to match                
$116,315.00. Board members asked about the technology and the ability to expand course offerings. Mrs.               
Thompson explained a board resolution is needed for the application. Mrs. Stowe expressed concern about               
smaller high schools losing staff as a result of the new technology.  
 
 

III.  ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
A. Approval of the Verizon Wi-Fi Hotspots 
The Superintendent recommended approval of the Verizon Wi-Fi Hotspots Agreement.  



Motioned By: Nathan Curry  

Vote Seconded By: Angie Bates  
Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

B. Approval of Technology Grant 
The Superintendent recommended approval of authority to apply for the Technology Grant.  

Motioned By: Nathan Curry  

Vote Seconded By: Mary Louise Stowe
 

Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes  

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

 
C. Approval of Personnel Items 
The Superintendent recommended approval of the Personnel Items.  

Motioned By: Angie Bates  

Vote Seconded By: Mary Louise Stowe
 

Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

 
Mr. Weis asked for an update on the feeding program. Dr. Ballard reviewed the phase three feeding                 
program that began today. The phase three program consists of donating foods that can spoil to approved                 
charities that are distributing food in the communities. The district’s counselors and social workers are               
assisting with identifying students in need and some charities have the ability to deliver food to families                 
without transportation.  They are working to cover the needs of the communities.  

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 
Motioned By: Nathan Curry  

Vote Seconded By: Angie Bates  



Nathan Curry: yes 
Angie Bates: yes 
Mary Louise Stowe: yes 

Shere Rucker: yes 
Dave Weis: yes 

Adjourned.  


